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Abstract: The general political instability in the Eastern 
Mediterranean region due to military conflicts, researches for 
the exploitation of deposits and energy security for the 
neighboring states, puts the international rules and the law of the 
sea within the UNCLOS in the foreground. Concerns and 
dilemmas arise, mainly regarding the delimitation of maritime 
zones. The purpose of this research, starting from the energy 
policy in the eastern Mediterranean and the energy deposits, is 
to prove how they affect the law of the sea and mainly the more 
general geopolitical competition. The different exploitation 
criteria and the creation of pipelines recreated an environment 
with more disputes. The instability continues and decision- 
making for further demarcations has been in place for some 
time. The delimitation of sea zones are used as means of 


pressure in the region for greater energy security and economic 
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exploitation and not for a more general balance in the region. 
For this reason, the provisions of international law and the law 
of the sea should be used as a code of communication and 
mutual respect for the resolution of regional and global disputes 


in the specific area. 


Keywords: UNCLOS; ICJ; ITLOS; LNG; delimitation of sea 
zones; law of the sea; international law; energy security; EEZ; 
continental shelf; creation of pipelines; hydrocarbons; gas 


pipeline. 


Introduction 

The Eastern Mediterranean is a zone particularly sensitive not so 
much to political instability due mainly to the Turkish invasion 
of Cyprus in 1974 but also to ongoing conflicts between Jews 
and Arabs, the civil war in Syria, the differences between Israel 
and Lebanon, the rise of the Islamic of fundamentalism within a 
more general spirit of terrorism. These are problems that in 
many cases remain unsolved for various reasons and mainly 
because the delimitation of maritime zones and energy 
management are rather a reality that affects security at a 
national, regional and global level. 

The imposition of what is possible and the continuous 


intervention of one state in another, in any way and not with 
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regard to international cooperation and the general good, allows 
the possibility of third powers to try to implement their own 
policies of influence in the Eastern Mediterranean, which we 
can be characterized as an enclosed sea of common interests. 
Mainly the right of the sea and in particular the issue of the 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) (Quince, 2019) leaves issues 
pending, as energy demands and energy reserves decrease and 
global competition for energy in the specific zone increases. 
Energy security as an incentive and a simultaneous threat to 
issues concerning the Eastern Mediterranean and Southeastern 
Europe burdens the destabilization of geopolitical pursuits that 
do not allow for the possibility of conflict resolution and balance 


in the wider region. 


Is there a possibility of energy security in the eastern 
Mediterranean area? 

In order to answer with certainty whether there is energy 
security in the Eastern Mediterranean region, we must take into 
account the analysis of the geopolitical conditions. The control 
of energy resources is an important factor that shows the power 
in the specific area, as a power whose purpose is the imposition 
of order and the organization of the neighboring states, within an 
international environment. The path of development and the 


promotion of interests show on the one hand the size of the 
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military forces and on the other the access to energy resources 
such as oil and natural gas. This situation leads to the acquisition 
of wealth and of an economic, political and military growth. In 
fact, the raw materials have the property of a wealth-producing 
source, 1.e. are the main means of exercising foreign policy and 
a key advantage for the level of international relations. 

The continuous wars and especially the last ones in Ukraine and 
Israel have placed the energy policy of the region in an 
internationally competitive system where a complex scenario is 
required, which creates in several states the possibility of 
maximizing the issue of energy and maritime security, with the 
ultimate goal of highlighting the vanquished after military 


conflicts. 


Towards an energy security 

The issue of energy security, the recording of new threats, the 
lack of strategy of the states, the sufficiency of means as well as 
the continuous threats are a never-ending daily routine for the 
Eastern Mediterranean. Energy security began as a concept in 
the first half of the 20th century, as an international need for the 
security of the transportability of resources and fuels and the 
security of related reserves. The International Energy Agency 


defines it as: 


“(...) uninterrupted availability of energy sources at an affordable price (...) 
continuous physical availability on the market of energy products at a price 
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that is affordable for all consumers (...) energy security through of the 
correlation of energy availability and demand (...)” (ICG, 2012; ENI, 2021). 


The changes in the energy balance system result in the energy 
supply of an environment with economic developments, where 
energy security is perceived through the recognition of various 
unilateral and non-export related issues, the security of 
demands, the disruption of the flow of exports and the income of 
the exporting countries on the one hand and on the other with 
the imports of the countries struggling to ensure a continuous 
flow and sufficient quantities at affordable prices and at an 
acceptable cost. 

Energy security issues cannot disrupt the flow of energy and act 
as an obstacle for the global energy market affecting the 
economy and interstate relations, trade, feeding a society, as 
well as the general sense of security that citizens have and feel. 
The sources of energy in the hands of the appropriate 
companies, governments, tribes as well as terrorist organizations 
are insufficient elements that differentiate the behavior of 
international actors and are a starting point for armed conflicts 
and the use of violence. 

The lack of reserves, the variety of sources for suppliers and the 
impossibility of supply are factors of a fluidity and variability 
where energy is not a means of confirmation and energy power 
and security are irrefutable concepts, connected between them. 


The constant crises between the wars, the new powers that want 
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to gain influence, such as China, are problems in a population, 
economic and energy giant, where the behavior changes the 
energy monopoly of Russia and America affecting the 
dependent countries. 

Climate change and the conflict of interests did not solve 
problems in the zone but on the contrary caused more tensions 
in the energy sector forcing the turn to renewable energy 
sources. 

In parallel, the continuous migration and the internal frictions in 
the neighboring states (Bowlus, 2020) show the complete lack 
of morality and the use of violence in the form of popular 
legitimation seeing the continuous attacks on transport ships, 
piracy, espionage, terrorist activity organizations and the 
constant lack of exploitable resources, technology and 
equipment. 

Private companies and the continuous energy game are leading 
the way in the Eastern Mediterranean region, where the 
management of destabilization from regional necessity can be 
done with particular attention at the international level. 

The main problem is the expansion of global production, the 
increase of continuous global energy needs and the process of 
exploiting deposits from locating, transporting and relative 
distribution. The continuous consumption of natural gas against 


the old use of oil has as a consequence the creation of a new 
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energy map where the importance of areas do not have increased 
reserves, such as the Eastern Mediterranean and the Central 
Asian region. 

The supply of natural gas, through new transport pipelines, the 
construction of terminals for liquefaction and the construction of 
special tankers (LNG) lays new foundations for the relative 
development of interdependence of states and forms of 
cooperation through a diplomacy between neighboring countries 
and foreign third powers of influence. 

Western gas, the possibility of fields since 2011 in Cyprus and 
indeed within the EEZ between Cyprus and Israel has resulted in 
the creation of new fields such as in the Tamar and Leviathan 
area off the coast of Israel as well as the Aphrodite zone off the 
coast of Cyprus, as a new regional perspective, where natural 
gas mainly differentiates the zone reaching the Zor fields, 
located in the area of Egypt with a particularly quantitative 


potential for the wider Mediterranean area. 
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Map 1: Eastern Mediterranean natural gas deposits 


Eastern Mediterranean gas fields 


Mediterranean Sea 


Source: Eastern Mediterranean deposits 


https://www.crystolenergy.com/politics-economics-still-stifle- 
eastern-mediterranean-gas/ 


Natural gas as a new form in the Eastern Mediterranean for a 
European and global map has given new forms of energy 
cooperation in the area of regional economic stability, however, 
turning peace in the area into a prospect of exploiting the fields 
that burdens the differences in additional tensions. States such as 
Cyprus, Egypt, Israel through the EEZ (Ntabali, Lawrence, 
2023), where there are several deposits and due to political 


factors mixing but states such as Syria, Libya, Lebanon 
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demonstrate a relative tension in the area due to the revision of a 
foreign policy exercise and emerging as an energy hub, where 
the supply to Europe also led to the discovery of new fields, 
such as the Levantine. Once great powers such as Russia, the 
United States, the European Union put into discussion at a 
global level a continuous game of balance that does not prove to 
be an easy case after the continuous tension between Turkey and 


Greece. 


What new energy fields do we have in the Eastern 
Mediterranean? 

Since 2009, natural gas has been discovered in the Tamar field, 
an area that exceeded 100 km? in a survey that took place at a 
depth of 5,000 meters below sea level, demonstrating an 
increased volume of natural gas, where the largest work was 
done in the territory of Israel after private funding. As of 2013, 
natural gas from fields from Israel supplied around 50% of the 
electricity-related needs as well as the electricity production 
coming from the Israeli industry. 

Since 2017 from the Tamar zone through the Dead Sea and with 
the management of the Jordan Bromine Company and the Arab 
Potash Company, as well as with the Egyptian company 


Dolphinus Holdings, we have a sufficient amount of natural gas 


American Yearbook of International Law-AYIL, vol.3, 2024 


947 


in both Egypt and Jordan through the pipeline called Pan- 
Arabic’. 

On the Israeli side we also have another field, the Leviathan, 
that increases the potential for more natural gas and for greater 
energy security since 2010 within the Israeli EEZ that exceeded 
605 billion cubic meters (bcm) and with a design that foresees a 
production 21 bem of natural gas where it is twice that of 
Tamar. 

This is an area that includes production wells, an offshore 
platform that will transport and a subsea pipeline that will 
transport and connect to INGL pipelines to further serve Israel 
and its neighboring states. 

Sales contracts have already been signed with Israeli companies 
(IPM, Edeltech, Paz and Or Energies) and the ICL group (Israel 
Chemicals), which signed a relevant agreement with the 
Jordanian national electricity company, NEPCO, with a 
continuous supply about 45 bem of natural gas for the next 
fifteen years. Egypt's Dolphinus Holdings signed a related 
supply of 32 bem per year for 12 years and an extension of 
related agreements to involve more Israeli companies that will 
be related to Egyptian pipelines’. 

Within the area of Cyprus and particularly in the Cypriot EEZ, 


an area of 120 km” it is characterized as a research plot located 


Thttps://www.delekdrilling.com/natural-gas/gas-fields/tamar 
2https://www.delekdrilling.com/natural-gas/gas-fields/leviathan 
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on the border with Israel. A zone called Aphrodite is located 30 
km northwest of the Leviathan field and at a sea depth of up to 
1,700 meters. It was discovered in September 2011 reaching a 
natural gas quantity close to 129 bem’. The aim is to ensure 
energy security and financial independence as well as a 
continuous source of income for the Cypriot public sector. The 
field is estimated to be operational until 2026 to yield according 
to studies over 9 billion dollars’. 

The exploitation belongs to the American Noble Energy, the 
Dutch-British Shell in a percentage that exceeds 35% each, as 
well as the Israeli Delek Drilling in a percentage that reaches 
30%. The flow rate at sea level reaches 1,700 meters and the 
depth within the deposit layers reaches up to 5,000 meters’. 

The natural gas is piped from the wells and from the central and 
partial branching unit created from the seabed past a floating 
production unit for further processing and storage for transport 
to Cyprus and other export destinations. 

The zone of Aphrodite has also been defined towards Egypt 
given that the Egyptian market and the liquefaction facilities of 
private companies on Egyptian soil differs from the Cypriot and 
Egyptian governments that have signed the relevant cooperation 


agreements. 


3https://www.delekdrilling.com/project/aphrodite-gas-field 
Ahttps://www.nsenergybusiness.com/projects/aphrodite-gas-field 
Shttps://www.delekdrilling.com/project/aphrodite-gas-field 
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In the Egyptian EEZ, yet another field, Zor, was discovered by 
the Italian energy company ENI at a depth of 1,450 meters 
below sea level. It is a field with several reserves in the 
Mediterranean fields that reach 850 bem in natural gas and 
exceeds what was found in the Leviathan area (Eni, 2021). 

The share in the field from ENI exceeds 50% and it is also 
responsible for the businesses in the area. 30% owned by the 
Italian government and is a major oil company in Africa that has 
been managing natural gas since 1954. In 2015, it signed an 
agreement for further exploration and cooperation with the 
Egyptian Ministry of Energy, which exceeded 2 billion dollars 
in the area of the Mediterranean, the Sinai, the Delta of the Nile 
and the Gulf of Suez (Eni, 2018). 

The lease of the Zor field by the Egyptian state-owned company 
EGAS began in 2017, for further production reaching a high 
completion rate from 2019 yielding up to 2.7 bem per day. 
These are quantities that are completed in an onshore processing 
unit for the removal of sulphur, as well as the drilling of a 
second gas pipeline that reaches an area of 216 km and which is 
connected to the onshore processing unit and related subsea 
production facilities. 

These are deposits that will be proven in the near future for what 
they will yield as well as for the evolution of related exports to 


other deposits in the Egyptian region with the ultimate goal of 
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full energy autonomy in the Eastern Mediterranean region and 


for greater stabilization in the wider zone. 


The construction of natural gas pipelines in the Eastern 
Mediterranean 

The EU is one of the first to seek, through an intense energy and 
security policy of the European countries, to acquire more 
alternative suppliers for the operation of natural gas transport 
pipelines in the Mediterranean area and to the West. 

Europe is also supplied by the Trans Adriatic Pipeline (TAP), as 
a pipeline that transports natural gas from the Caspian Sea 
region to Europe and consists of two sections. The first which is 
almost land, in an area of 773 km and which crosses Turkey, 
Northern Greece, Albania and the second which is underwater 
and covers an area of 105 km. Trying to unite Albania with 
Italy, supplying the rest of the European countries. The transport 
capability reaches 20 bcm per year and the criteria 
corresponding to reverse flow have a life time limit of almost 
fifty years®. 

The specific pipeline is connected to the Ebro river which is 
located on the border of Greece and Turkey where it has the 
name TANAP (Trans Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline Project). 
The delivery of natural gas from the Azeri field Shah Deniz 2 


6https://www.tap-ag.gr/ypodomhe-leitoyrghia/vasikha-stoichehia-kai-arithmohi 
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reaches a large area of Turkey as well as Europe. The natural 
gas through the pipeline reaches almost 16 bem, of which 10 
billion of them are forwarded to the European markets. It is 
about a pipeline where it is an alternative way of transporting 
natural gases that are not related to Levantine as well as to that 
of EastMed (Vincent, 2020). 

On the other hand, we have another pipeline from the side of 
Egypt called the Arab Gas Pipeline and it is the Arab natural gas 
pipeline in the area of Egypt, Syria, Jordan and which goes from 
Syria to Lebanon. It is about a network where the operation 
started from Damietta within a network of three first LNG 
stations. Beyond the AGP pipeline, the Ashkelon-Israel pipeline 
as well as the Arish-Ashkelon located in the Sinai Peninsula are 
in operation’. 

In Iraq, Iran and Egypt, after the uprising in Syria in 2011, the 
Islamic Gas Pipeline that was to promote natural gas to the 
European markets would start from a large field in Iran South 
Pars with a destination to the Mediterranean and with a total 
length of 3100 miles as well as with the possibility of 
transportation that would reach 1.4 tcf every year despite the 
crisis in Syria. To this day, it has not yet been implemented®. 


Egypt and Israel from 2021 decided on an offshore natural gas 


7https://www.dfc.gov/investment-story/advancing-energy-security-egypt 

8https://en.nioc.ir/portal/home/showpage.aspx?object=news&id=S5edd15b8-e37e- 
4ff0-abf2-dc2695a8al 0b&layoutid=ba9beeal -Sbfb-4b05-8edF- 
39b84dbSa4ec&categoryid=a034ee3 f- lacf-4bad-a4af-1 bbbfScle716 
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pipeline that would connect the Israeli Leviathan field with the 
LNG stations located in northern Egypt without the need for 
Cyprus in order to serve the energy interests of the region and 
the countries involved. In reality it was a diversion of the 


EastMed submarine pipeline. 


Map 2: PV pipelines from the Eastern Mediterranean fields 
and alternative routes 


Source:https://economico.gr/terastias-geopolitikis-kai-politikis- 


simasias-o-fysikos-agogos-eastmed-h-diadromi- 
oproypologismos-i-chrimatodotisi-alla-kai-ta-empodia-poy- 


prepei-na-ypervlithoyn-gia-tin-oloklirosi-toy/ (19 November 
2021) 
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The EastMed pipeline, which was scheduled for construction 
from 2022, it was related to the transport of natural gas from the 
Levantine region to the European Natural Gas System, that 
would pass through Greece. It is about a pipeline that reaches 10 
bcm of gas every year and it is about the most important of the 
Southern Corridor, where since 2013 it has been one of the 
European projects that have a common energy interest given the 
problems that have to do with the peculiarity of the seabed that 
reaches up to 3 km. As well as the distances that exist between 
Crete, Cyprus, mainland Greece, within a length that reaches 
1,900 km (NS Energy, 2021). 

A related memorandum of cooperation was signed in November 
2019 between the company IGI POSEIDON and the INGL in 
order to proceed with the change of EastMed navigation to a 
natural gas transport system that will relate Italy, Europe, 
Cyprus and Greece. EastMed will feed the IGI Poseidon 
pipeline for Italy to cooperate with Greece because of the land 
and subsea it has. On the Greek side, it reaches a length of 76 
km to Florovouni, where the 212 km long subsea section begins. 
The supply is also related to the interconnection of the pipeline 
with Turk Stream, as it results from the structure formed by 
EastMed, to connect with the IGB pipeline, i.e. with a pipeline 


that will connect Greece with Bulgaria’. 


9.https://energypress.gr/news/etoimos-adeiodotika-kalokairi-o-agogos-igi- 
poseidon-mehri27-martioy-i-diavoyleysi-tis-mpe-toy 
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In this way, the EastMed pipeline will have a complementary 
function through the facilities in the Eastern Mediterranean and 
will promote the infrastructure of several countries located in the 
relevant area. These are infrastructures that will promote and 
develop other ones with a basic connection to the markets of 
existing energy sources in the area in a potential that will utilize 


hydrogen technology. 


The issue of demarcation of zones in the eastern 
Mediterranean. The case of Cyprus and Egypt 

The problem of energy security in the Eastern Mediterranean in 
recent years can be said to be evolving due to the possibility of 
new pipelines to transport natural gas between many involved 
areas. The definition of maritime zones are related to the EEZ in 
the area, as well as by unilateral declarations, proclamations, 
which many times they show several rights of domestic law to 
be in a secondary position. 

Cyprus, as well as the majority of several EU Member States as 
well as third countries, relied on the delimitation of the maritime 
zones at the beginning of the median line, as determined by the 
EEZ during a significant period of time, when the exploitation 
of deposits in the Eastern Mediterranean became an object of 
friction, claims, but also cooperation. 


Cyprus and Egypt signed in 2003 a first agreement based on 
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UNCLOS (Tanaka, 2023) defining a median line that arrived at 
154.98 nm, as well as the western point of a delimitation line 
that ended at a more eastern point of the 30th meridian, 
declaration approximately 12.5 nm to the eastern side of a point 
which includes pieces of Cyprus, Egypt and Greece, as well as 
another piece, which is related to the eastern point 8 and which 
is tangent to points, which are related to different countries, 
namely Cyprus, Egypt and Israel (Yiallourides, 2019). 

The relevant agreement had as its ultimate object the expansion, 
modification of the geographical coordinates and the rest of the 
neighboring countries involved in the event that there would be 
an issue regarding the exploitation of the relevant exploitation 
resources within the EEZ zone, as well as the relevant parties 
being obliged to cooperate. 

The demarcation that crossed the 30th meridian had as its 
immediate purpose to stop and not to create other reactions with 
Turkey, as well as the determination of the western edge 
regarding the demarcation line was an effort for greater security 
for the maritime zone of Greece, the zone of the continental 
shelf and the future EEZ in the area of Kastellorizo opposite 
Turkey (Ntabali, Lawrence, 2023), thus creating a political and 
legal wall for the non-recognition of an agreement that affects 
interests so as not to proceed with more claims to other areas in 


the eastern Mediterranean. 
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Map 3: EEZ Cyprus - Egypt 2003 


Cyprus-Egypt 
Maritime Boundary Agreement: 2003 


Mercator Projection, WGS-84 Datum 
Scale accurate at 33°N 


+100 Nautical Miles 


6 International Mapping, all rights reserved 


Source: https://ellas2.wordpress.com/2020/05/15/ 
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The demarcation between Lebanon and Cyprus 

Cyprus signed in 2007 a delimitation agreement for the EEZ 
without being enforced by the Lebanese side due to differences 
(Baroudi, 2020) related to the delimitation line in a total length 
of 85.74 nm and defined by six different points. Specifically, 
point -1- of the demarcation line should be 9.25 nm north of a 
point that includes Lebanon, Israel, Cyprus. 

The point -6- must have reached 5.2 nm, which are located in an 
area south of the area of Cyprus, Lebanon and Syria. The natural 
resources of all the neighboring states, that try to delimit the line 
of the cooperation agreement after the EEZ delimitation 
negotiations with a third state have substantial contacts 
regarding points -1- and -6- and should be taken into account 
each time the relevant agreement is amended. 

The application of the agreement naturally also creates disputes 
between the states, where they will find a solution through the 
diplomatic channel, in a spirit of cooperation and understanding, 
without there being binding limits to resolve future disputes in 
the International Court of Justice as well as in an arbitral 
tribunal. 

Despite the avoidance of other reactions in the area and mainly 
from the side of Turkey, the granting of rights for the relevant 
investigations and to locate the relevant Y/A point in eleven 


areas, where they would have been demarcated within the 
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framework of the EEZ agreement from the side of Cyprus, it 
seems that security is undermined with continuous escalations 


and tensions in the wider area of Cyprus (Erciye, Stimer, 2019). 


Map 4: Cyprus-Lebanon EEZ 2007 


Source: https://ellas2.wordpress.com/ 
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Israel and Cyprus 

For the delimitation of the EEZ between Cyprus and Israel, the 
relevant agreement for the delimitation, was signed in December 
2010, following the provisions that the previous agreements had 
with UNCLOS (Forteau, Thouvenin, 2017), although Israel has 
not participated in the relevant agreement. 

There is no explicit reference to the relative way of drawing the 
middle line, as in the previous agreements that Cyprus made, 
thus applying the middle line that reaches the twelve points. In 
this way, the middle line reaches almost 64.78 nm, as well as the 
points delimiting the EEZ show that the line of points -1- and - 
12- has been modified and revised, as the agreement of the 
involved states with the following points calculate the 
delimitation of the EEZ in accordance with the principles of 
international customary law and the law of the sea. 

This is a comparative regulatory decision where the provisions 
of the relevant agreements with Lebanon and Egypt complement 


the two previous ones as lines of demarcation and expansion. 
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Map 5: Cyprus-Israel EEZ, 2010 
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The middle line that was agreed was intended to cover the part 
of the EEZ of Israel and Lebanon including the point -1- of the 
line demarcated between Cyprus and Lebanon and which is on 
the northern side as well as equidistant from Israel despite the 
Lebanese protests. It is about an area that encompasses a 


coverage area of 856 km’. Of course, from the side of Cyprus, 
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the advantages will be many since the agreements signed are 
still in the beginning for the delimitation of the EEZ including 
the southern area and the southeast of the island, pending the 
demarcation of the area of Lebanon. Consequently, other 
negotiations are expected between Lebanon and Turkey, Syria 


and Greece. 


Map 6: Israel-Lebanon EEZ overlap section 
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Demarcation of maritime borders between Egypt and 
Greece 

Greece is trying to create a diplomatic climate of understanding, 
cooperation, strategic diplomacy as well as a regime of security 
and containment of Turkish influence in the zone and in the 
Mediterranean in general. From 2019, a relevant memorandum 
was signed between Libya and Turkey for the determination of 
the maritime zones, where its relative legality was for all 
unequivocally outside the spirit of UNCLOS and illegal since, in 
a purely provocative manner, it did not take into account the 
Greek islands mainly of Crete, trying to create a new area in the 
Mediterranean in favour of Turkey(Murphy, 2017). 

As expected, Greece signed a relevant agreement on the EEZ 
with Egypt in August 2020 to ensure the sovereign rights 
located in the zone of the 26th and 28th meridians as well as for 
the cancellation of the memorandum it signed with Libya, 
increasing the implementation of others energy projects, such as 
the example of the EastMed pipeline, that we mentioned in 
previous paragraphs. 

On the other hand, leaving the island of Kastellorizo and Cyprus 
outside the demarcation of the EEZ, where the line between the 
island of Rhodes stops, was intended to favor, on the one hand, 
the percentage of Egypt in a specific section that is related and 


reaches as far as Crete, as well as of the relevant islets, which 
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are included, 1.e. Koufonisi and Gaidouronisi. The relative limits 
were intended to preserve the relative calm in the region due to 
the intense and ongoing friction with Turkey both in air and sea 
space as well as to promote a distancing from any further and 
relative involvement in the Greek-Turkish problems as well as 
other additional rules settlement of differences between 


neighboring countries (Ellinas, 2020). 


Map 7: Partial delimitation of Greece-Egypt EEZ 
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Are there other demarcations of maritime zones in the 
Eastern Mediterranean that have not yet taken place? 
Although we are referring to the demarcation of zones in the 
Eastern Mediterranean region, we have to say that we have not 
yet reached a point where all the territories have been taken 
from neighboring and non-states. We are still in the initial stages 
due to mainly political problems and less of a legal nature. 
There are still demarcations between Cyprus and Lebanon, 
Israel, Syria and Turkey, as well as between Lebanon and 
Cyprus, Lebanon and Israel. 

Lebanon has not yet ratified the relevant EEZ delimitation 
agreement with Cyprus. The main problem is the relative 
dispute it has with Israel over a part of the side of the EEZ. 
Lebanon played a particularly important diplomatic activity in 
the region to put pressure on Turkey, which many times without 
reason does not recognize, respect and does not apply the 
relevant demarcation with Cyprus even if the dispute with Israel 
is still pending. 

The ongoing conflict may result in the demarcation agreement 
with Israel not being ratified in the near future. On the other 
hand, Israel's agreement with Cyprus in 2020 also included the 
relevant EEZ, that is related to the demarcation of Israel and 
Lebanon. The fact that it was used as the middle line to 


distinguish the two EEZs the middle line of the Israel/Cyprus 
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signature is located in an area that reaches 856 km’. On the other 
hand, the fact that Lebanon declared that it will expand the EEZ 
unilaterally, including an area covering 1,430 km’,'° as well as 
Hezbollah's views on the specific issue without reaching any 
relevant resolution. The expansion of the EEZ for Turkey 
through Lebanon seeks a more general area, that will come to 
include other countries, such as Cyprus, Syria, Lebanon and 
Israel with the ultimate goal of blocking Russia, especially after 
the intervention in Ukraine, to exploit as it would like the 
relevant EEZ of Syria. 

It appears a diplomatic game that has been going forward for 
years, but the technical points for other negotiations have not 
been taken into account, mainly for Lebanon, which aims at an 
economic development and reserves related to hydrocarbons, 
where the maritime borders do not settle and do not resolve a 


future delimitation of the EEZ between them. 


The demarcation between Lebanon and Turkey and between 
Turkey and Syria 

The continuous political effort for decades to always have an 
important role in the Mediterranean and access resulted in the 
creation of an agreement on the EEZ with Lebanon as well as a 


continuous political, diplomatic effort to cover other kinds of 


10https://www.energean.com/operations/israel/karish-north/ 
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advantages such as military cooperation, health, agriculture 
arriving at the formation of a Cooperation Council between 
Turkey, Lebanon, Syria, and Jordan. It is about the Cooperation 
Council, which will aim at improving hospitality and 
cooperation in sectors such as transport, trade, energy, tourism 
and culture. 

The continuous effort for natural gas in the area of Lebanon and 
Syria in cooperation with the northern side of Cyprus aims to 
bring as much as possible elements of exploitation and 
economic development for its country. 

Syria and Lebanon in 2021 requested, as in the past Lebanon, a 
maritime area that will cover almost a zone of 750 km’, where it 
belongs to Lebanon. It was not seen clearly the agreement 
between Lebanon and Cyprus, especially since Cyprus 
proceeded with the relevant agreement with a Russian company 
for the exploration of hydrocarbons as well as of the further 
separation of the maritime borders, that are related to 
Syria/Lebanon, mainly because Lebanon continues to claims 
without accepting less territory, thus playing a dominant game 
in the area. 

Lebanon had as its object the activation of demarcation with 
other neighboring countries, which has not yet been completed 
mainly from the southern side, such as Israel and Cyprus, as 


well as on the northern side related to Syria, Cyprus. Therefore, 
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the prospects for other demarcation agreements between 
Lebanon and Turkey as well as Israel and Lebanon do not 
proceed to further demarcations, remaining only at a diplomatic 


level of settlements and claims. 


Attempted negotiations between Cyprus, Turkey and Syria 
Even after the 2011 war, Syria continued not to close the 
channels of communication and diplomatic negotiations with its 
neighbors, especially with Cyprus, where the talks on the 
demarcation of zones between them did not reach any concrete 
result. Syria may not be a member of UNCLOS but may 
participate by invoking the general principles of international 
law as well as promoting and respecting rights related to the law 
of the sea (Proelss, 2017). 

In this context, Turkey and Syria have created a climate that did 
not follow the past, since in a decisive way the possibility of 
declaring the EEZ will benefit Turkey for the exploitation of the 
natural gas fields located in the area of Syria, mainly open from 
the Syrian shores. 

For this reason, Syria in relation to the EEZ did not proceed with 
any agreement, but neither did it impose disagreements on areas 
under Turkish influence in the north of Turkey, in northeastern 
Syria. Syria accused the Turks of various forms of occupying 


Syrian lands and demographic changes in the region, as well as 
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the issue of Turkicization of the population. The presence of the 
Turks in the region has been interpreted by the USA, as well as 
by Syria, as the possibility of creating a new state in northern 
Syria, with the goal of moving forward with the demarcation of 
the relevant EEZ after the improvement of their relations. 
However, things are starting to get difficult after the relative 
tension in the Gaza Strip, and for non-talks between Syria and 
Turkey, for a common delimitation of the EEZ, as Turkey tried 
to extract a signature of a second memorandum with Libya. The 
purpose is to create an agreement with Palestine and to lead to a 
final recognition of Palestine through the delimitation of the 
EEZ between Palestine and Turkey given that Palestine has a 
border with Cyprus, Israel, Egypt but not with Turkey"’. 
Palestine respects international law in its territory, but in 
practice it is a point of friction both with Israel and with other 
neighboring countries, which puts the demarcation at zero point. 
Turkey is in constant tension and friction with Israel, therefore, 
even in this case, a possibility of cooperation and delimitation of 
an EEZ between the two countries cannot be maintained, 
especially from Turkey's constant threats to use Palestine to 


obtain diplomatic and non-profit benefits. 


11 https://www.nbcnews.com/video/palestinian-fm-riad-al-malki-tells-u-n-israel- 
is-in-violation-of-international-law- 112626757896 
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No demarcation between Greece and Libya 

Greece did not proceed with any demarcation with Libya due to 
the closure of Sirte beyond the opening that reaches 306 nm, 
even though according to the law of the sea the relative closure 
should reach an opening of 24 nm. 

The relative line from the side of Libya reaches a median line 
with Greece and turns a large part of the Greek continental shelf 
into Libya. By the way, Libya recognized Gavdos as a line that 
tends to the north side. Of course, Greece never accepted the 
closure of Sirte because the demarcation of zones could not be 
done after Libya appealed to the ICJ with Malta and Tunisia to 
demarcate on a median line, which already has been demarcated 
towards the northern side (Liakopoulos, 2020)'*. Compromises 
are necessary because of Turkish aspirations and the influence 


they wish to have on almost all the Greek islands. 


Turkey-Egypt-Libya 

For decades, Turkey has wanted to have a leading and strategic 
role both towards the eastern borders of the country and towards 
the West, trying to delimit the EEZ. The civil war in Libya 
resulted in Turkish aspirations not continuing to be the same 
because the Turkish government made it a priority in its foreign 


policy to block a future demarcation plan between Greece and 


12https://www.icj-cij.org/en/case/68 
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Egypt in the eastern region located at the 28th point of the 
meridian. Libya tried to take advantage by imposing unilateral 
claims against Greece and Cyprus, as was the Turkish-Libyan 
memorandum that was not put into force. 

The problems of Libya and Egypt for further cooperation in 
relation to territorial integrity and the development of Turkish 
soldiers, who for years continue to exist on the border with 
Libya, demonstrate the need for a demarcation not based on a 
state of justice but through religious and political support from 
the side of Turkey to the Muslim Brotherhood in the country, for 


further terrorism and violation of rights in the wider area. 


Non-demarcations and disputes, claims between Turkey and 
Greece 

From the Greek-Turkish history of the dispute and claims in the 
Aegean Sea (Gorka, 2022) we know that the Greek continental 
shelf and the EEZ from 1973 was a piece of conflict and dispute 
from the Turkish side, not based on fair rules and regulations of 
the right of the sea and international and European law but in a 
form of external political claim to maritime territory. 

This is how it was questioned since 1973 that the Turkish state 
oil company (TRAO) should conduct research in the area, where 
the islands of Skyros, Lemnos, Lesvos and west of Samothraki 


were located. 


American Yearbook of International Law-AYIL, vol.3, 2024 


971 


In 1974, it proceeded to claim a new narrower zone and a 
continental shelf that would be located between the Dodecanese 
and the Cyclades. Most of the claims, therefore, are on the 28th 
meridian, provoking international protests against Turkey from 
every Greek government. 

The continental shelf and EEZ for Greece was important, 
because it wanted to extend its coastal zone to 12 nm. The Greek 
islands are considered to be located on the Turkish continental 
shelf and will not have jurisdiction over the Greek continental 
shelf as well as over the territorial sea. The middle line method 
was not observed or taken into account due to the continental 
shelf convention of 1958. Greece proceeded to extend the 
territorial waters to 12 nm. In this way, local waters will 
increase by a percentage of 28% and Turkish waters at 1.2%, 
and the area of the open sea will decrease and reach 30% for the 
Aegean where, according to the Turkish mindset, it is about a 
Greek lake (Yayci, 2012). 

Turkey sought to revise the Treaty of Lausanne where the 
Aegean islands have since been lost (Heraclides, 2019). It also 
raised issues of demilitarization of Greek islands, focusing 
mainly on the complex of Kastellorizo, which is called by 
Turkey, as isolated islands, that are found together with many 
other islands in the Mediterranean and in the Aegean Sea. The 


natural length of the Turkish coastlines does not constitute a 
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continental shelf and EEZ right for Kastellorizo. Greece relies 
on Art. 121, par. 2 UNCLOS (Proelss, 2017), where the islands 
and islets beyond the rocks should have and have human life as 
there is life in the relevant continental territory. 

The relative reaction of Turkey and the agreement between 
Egypt and Greece for a partial potential EEZ between the two 
countries does not seem like a viable solution either. Already the 
UN on 14 August 2020 (A/74/990)"* called the relevant 
agreement as invalid because in this way the Turkish continental 
shelf in the Eastern Mediterranean is violated and the islands are 
projected to have no shores, as well as islands on a map that are 
on the wrong side of the middle line and, thus, it is not possible 


to create other jurisdictions in areas beyond territorial waters. 


Turkey-Cyprus 

Turkey also made new claims in the area of Cyprus regarding 
the Cypriot EEZ due to the natural gas deposits found in the sea 
area, for this reason and from 2011 the Turkish Cypriots decided 
to claim areas beyond the eastern side of Cyprus as well as in 
southern area of the island. From a legal point of view, Turkey 
relied on the fact that the islands cannot have their own 
continental shelf and EEZ and for this reason it does not 


recognize relevant sovereign rights in Cyprus. 


13https://undocs.org/en/A/74/990 
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In 2011, the Turkish 011 company TPAO started investigations 
within the Cypriot EEZ, which extended to further claims 
regarding the Greek continental crustacean. From 2012, Turkey 
also proceeded to assign other maritime areas that were west of 
Cyprus and south of the island of Rhodes and in Kastellorizo 
from the same company, trying for a further claim to part of the 
southeast side of the Mediterranean (Ipek & Giir, 2021). 

Turkey, in a verbal communication to the UN on 18 March 2020 
(A/74/757)'4, declared the limits of the continental shelf that 
reach as far as Crete. These are plots that reach and cover 
numbers 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 12 and 13 of the Cypriot EEZ. Plots 1, 4, 
5, 6 and 7 of the Cypriot EEZ are presented as part of its 
continental shelf. 

The continental shelf delimitation of the coasts of Asia Minor 
and the 2011 puppet state proves Turkish views on maritime 
zone delimitations (Ioannides, 2020). 

The Turkish goals for Cyprus and Greece affect international 
law and legal claims in the area as well as the constant presence 
of vessels dealing with earthquakes and natural gas exploration 


causing further instability in the area. 


14https://undocs.org/en/A/74/757 
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Map 8: Turkish continental shelf and EEZ claims against 
Cyprus and Greece (Eastern Mediterranean) 
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Turkey wants to extend its sovereignty over territories of the 
former Ottoman Empire in a sea arc that extends from Cyprus to 
the Black Sea, through the Aegean, projecting a single doctrine 
where the movement of energy reserves covers an area that 
reaches and covers the Cyprus, half of the Aegean, Greece and 


the Eastern Mediterranean. 
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Map 9: Turkish aspirations in the Eastern Mediterranean, 
Cyprus, Aegean and the Black Sea 
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(12 December 2021) 


Within this framework of expansion, the efforts for energy 
alliances with the rest of the states of the south-eastern 
Mediterranean, for the delimitation of maritime zones, are 
agreements that do not reach feasible results. Islands have no 
influence regardless of their size and do not reveal sovereign 
rights in a maritime area with demarcations related to Cyprus 
and Greece as well as sovereign rights in a maritime area that 


follows the middle line method. 
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Map 10: Turkish demarcation proposal with Lebanon 
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Source: https://www.syrigos.gr/books/60_maps_gr.pdf (15 
December 2021), adapted by the author 


Turkey chooses a midline demarcation and cedes to Egypt block 
10 where Exxon Mobil is drilling. Egypt is gaining several 
square kilometers of a maritime area that it does not have until 


now. 
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Map 11:Turkish demarcation proposal with Egypt 
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December 2021), adapted by the author 


Turkey, in order to create the borders it wants with the EEZ, 
located in the area with Israel, uses a part of the coast in the 
Marmaras area, giving Israel a large piece of the EEZ that 


belongs to Cyprus. 
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Map 12: Turkish demarcation proposal with Israel 


Turkey 


* 


Aegean 
Greece Sea Rhodes 
Karpathos¢ 
, : Syria 
Crete 
Lebanon 
= 
{ 
bop 
Eastern Mediterranean Median Line Israel 


Turkey-Israel 


Cyprus-Israel 
sea borders, 2010 


Source: https://www.syrigos.gr/books/60_maps_gr.pdf (15 
December 2021), adapted by the author 


The demarcation of the EEZ with Palestine is related to Hamas 
as well as to the maritime control that will be exercised in the 
Gaza Strip. If Turkey reaches any agreement of delimitation, it 
will strengthen the power of Palestine and lead to its 


recognition. 
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Interests and settlement practices in accordance with 
international law and the law of the sea 

The energy security for the region of the south-eastern side of 
the Mediterranean is particularly important for the influence of 
energy production towards Russia, regional stability, political 
integration of the states of the region, aiming at the security of 
Israel as well as for the resolution of disputes between Israel and 
other Arab countries and of Turkey, which is an unstable state in 
a large area, that constantly creates problems with further 
claims, with indirect legal claims that have no basis in 
substance. 

Within this context, Russia also wants to increase its influence 
not so much in the region, but to have access and relations to 
consolidate a strategic pole towards Europe, and to maintain its 
strength in negotiations with Europe (Bassoussy, 2018). 
Especially during the Syrian civil war, the withdrawal of 
American forces in northeastern Syria in 2019 and the naval 
bases in the area of Tartus and Lattakia is an advance against 
America since it provided military aid against the Libyan crisis 
in 2015, using indeed the role of Turkey. 

The construction of the Nord Stream II and Turk Stream II 
pipelines bypassing Ukraine (Mallinson, Kanevskiy, Petasis, 
2020) and the friendly relationship with Turkey have also had an 


impact on the EU for the diversification of supply sources and 
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cooperation in its Eastern Mediterranean region, as well as on 
regional stability for a future utilization of unilateral energy 
policy and peaceful resolution of the conflicts both with Cyprus 
and with the rights related to the EEZ, standing above the 
Turkish aspirations, constituting thus new forms of strategy, 
since there is intense interest in new economic collaborations 
with China, without wanting to interfere in the internal affairs of 
the states of the region. 

According to the principles of international law, exploration and 
exploitation within 200 nm (Liao, 2021) between coasts 
delimiting the continental shelf and the EEZ, which the adjacent 
coasts have, and based on Articles 73 and 83 UNCLOS (Jensen, 
2020), states are obliged to use good faith to exploit natural 
resources and to reach some form of agreement. 

Such agreements should comply with the terms contained in Art. 
287 UNCLOS, as well as be resolved by the ICJ and the ITLOS, 
which are constituted in the form of special courts for the 
resolution of the relevant disputes, with a final decision that 
should be respected and be in accordance with Art. 296 
UNCLOS. Already in 1976, the ICJ allowed Greece and Turkey 
to conduct seismic surveys for hydrocarbons, considering that 
the activities did not endanger the seabed and the related subsoil 
(Stoica, 2018; Proedrou, 2021). 

Article 59 provides for the resolution of disputes about the rights 
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of the EEZ, that this is done on the basis of international legal 
tules, striving for further cooperation based on art. 300, where it 
is reserved for the states to exercise the relevant jurisdiction, the 
rights and freedoms. In the Eastern Mediterranean region, no 
state can exercise jurisdiction within the EEZ and at 200 nm, as 
their cooperation is mandatory. A common code of conduct does 
not exist among the states of the Eastern Mediterranean for the 
resolution of disputes, as states such as Turkey, Libya, Syria, 
Israel are not parties to UNCLOS and there is no issue of its 
limited application by jurisprudence. 

The non-commitment from the side of Turkey, as well as from 
the Turkish Cypriots to get involved in talks related to 
agreements between Turkey and Cyprus, facilitates the non- 
resolution of the problem that the island has been facing since 
1974. Of course, the purpose is, according to the UNCLOS, to 
achieved a Turkish-Cypriot-Greek settlement of the proposed 
EEZs, as a collective resolution of purely political problems, to 
delimit maritime agreements in the Eastern Mediterranean and 


to exploit the relative wealth in the area. 


Why is the construction and creation of energy pipelines 
necessary for the Eastern Mediterranean? 
The liquefaction energy plant for natural gas starting from the 


area of Limassol and in a marine area with the construction of a 
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floating LNG station is also particularly beneficial for the land 
station supported by the Israeli Delek Group and supplied 
through a pipeline 180 km long from the quantities of natural 
gas, where they will be extracted Cypriot deposits, thus using 
consumption from the island as well as the transport via LNG 
ships to areas that will be needed to be purchased. The total cost 
exceeded 10 billion € within a period of time that will reach 
eight to ten years as well as the production capacity that reaches 
21bcm and is greater than the production that comes from the 
Egyptian stations of Damietta and Idku. 

It is important that no area can be taken as a zone of further 
exploitation by a foreign power, a neighboring state due to the 
continuous conflict that prevails in the general zone and political 
interests outweigh economic ones. As Israel's choice is not 
strong enough to cause security problems due to the terrorist 
activities, that continue at regular intervals in the region. 
Specifically in the pipeline between Israel and Jordan, Arish 
Ashkelon, which supplies the Egyptian with natural gas. 

The performance of a pipeline and the investment in LNG along 
the length of the pipeline is small and from an economic point of 
view the construction of a pipeline will not feed fields of the 
Eastern Mediterranean crossing Turkish territory and connect to 
a network of pipelines to bring southern gas mainly to Europe 


through the TANAP pipeline. 
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Turkey's energy dependence on Eastern Mediterranean countries 
such as Russia, Iran, Azerbaijan, as well as quantities that will 
be used for further consumption, change Turkey's intransigence 
to seek agreements that essentially do not have a clear legal 
status without facing the real problem that is the solution of the 
Cyprus issue as well as the good neighborhood without 
expansionary prospects in the Aegean Sea and in general in the 
Mediterranean. 

The construction of the East Med pipeline also appears to be 
quite complicated from a technological and economic point of 
view, as well as quite expensive due to the geomorphological 
difficulties that may occur over a long length and from the 
political benefits for the support of the international community. 
An important cooperation forum for energy was created in 2019 
in the Eastern Mediterranean, called EMGF-The Eastern 
Mediterranean Gas Forum”, as a key to stability in the specific 
region of the Eastern Mediterranean and as an energy sector, as 
a common denominator for cooperation that promotes a regional 
safety in the general zone and aims for the further development 
of the natural gas market for the benefit of all the peoples of the 
specific area (Karagianni, 2021). 

The ongoing cooperation between the disputing states, 1.e. 


Cyprus, Turkey, Greece, as well as Cyprus, Egypt, Greece are 


15It is a forum that consists of Italy, Jordan, Palestine, Cyprus, Greece, Egypt, 
Israel, France, USA and EU. 
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aimed at serving interests, where the cooperation includes the 
safety of inter-sea transport, the protection of energy 
installations and the cooperation of information with the 
ultimate aim of countering terrorism (Giannakopoulos, 2016). 
The collaborations must form the basis of a multifaceted 
development and cooperation between Israel and Egypt with 
Cyprus in the energy sector, reaching a level of security and 
stability in the Eastern Mediterranean without threats and by 


stopping the challenges in the specific area. 


Concluding remarks 

The evolution of technology is linked to the research and use of 
natural resources, hydrocarbons from deposits near and in areas 
that have several political problems to resolve and disputes with 
neighboring countries and not. The transformation of the 
multilateral relations of states and great powers is the basis for 
legal disputes and rights in the maritime zones, where the 
process of delimitation of the zones of the Mediterranean, is the 
object of the exploitation of deposits in an area, where the 
differences between states and further agreements do not infer 
with regional stability and security in the east Mediterranean. 
Diplomatic and political relations in the wider area of the 
eastern Mediterranean create different kinds of relations for 


energy dominance and for the exploitation of networks and 
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nodes. After relations with Turkey in the north of the island, 
Cyprus could not proceed with further exploitation of deposits 
from the sea. Egypt has never been able to obtain its own 
autonomy within an energy policy where, thanks to the LNG 
stations with Israel, it has the opportunity to build a cooperative 
exploitation of economic alliances towards a regional stability, 
that will even lead to reserves for the selection of a realization 
plan for the cost of pipelines. Thus, the states participate in 
networks of pipelines, that will become energy hubs. 

The expectation for Turkey to play a leadership role in the 
region aimed at maximizing and advancing the challenge of 
illegal claims to maritime zones to increase relative survival, 
where a regime of continued anarchy has imposed a 
competition, for an effort that shifts the challenges between the 
countries of the eastern Mediterranean, where tensions create a 
dilemma for the ongoing insecurity and balance of cooperation 
in the wider region (Ipek, Giir, 2021) 

No one has yet referred to a human security and protection 
without economic consequences for the people given the 
constant increases in food prices, national anxiety, threat of 
conflicts at the regional and global level. The energy sector is an 
object of security, stability in the region as well as an approach 
for a sincere dialogue of external forces aimed at further 


adaptability for a precarious solution of security, peaceful 
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sustainability in the international arena of global international 
law where conditions change daily with new aspirations and 
continuous solving problems sometimes far from the spirit of the 


United Nations Charter. 
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